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THE APPROACHING CALAMITIES OF THE 


UCH blame is laid at the 

door of foreign nations, 

for the abufe they have thewn to 
our country, and dovbtlefs both 
Great-Britain and France have 
a&ted a finful part ia the whole 
affair, with a very few excep- 
tions ; the latter of thofe nations 
ftill continue their horrid- and 
unlawful practice, which has 
excited fuch a {pirit of enmity 
in us againft them, that we are 
upon the point ofMepening a 
public conteft with them by the 
ufe of fire-arms, to attempt to 
conquer or repel thefe our ene- 
mies, which feems now to be 
the only thing to which we can 
havt recourfe, for our fafety and 
defence. Blood-fhed and car- 
nage again feem to breathe their 
detefted breath toward North- 
America. Altho our land may 
never again be invaded by any 
foreign power, fo as to make 
any confiderable inroads into 
our country, yet our fea-ports 
lie expofed to the outrage of the 
Frénch nation. Befide the great 
number of our brethren who go 
down into the great deep to do 
bufinefs, our towns on the fea- 
coaft may be eafily fired, their 
inhabitants killed, their houfes 
plundered, their cattle butcher- 
ed or carried off, and unthought- 
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of mifchief may be eafily done 
by them, and I am apprehen- 
five that this will be the cafe, 
while parents are robbed of their 
children, wives will be made 
widows, and children left fa- 
therlefs, if not everyman’s h 
turned againft his icllow, @¥en 
among ourfelves. Who does not 
forefee the dreadful calamitics 
which) foming upon our un- 
happy try! But is not the 
hand. of the Lord in all this P—- 
has not God tet loofe this haugh- 
ty and barbarous nation upon 
mankind to be a fcourge to the 
nations of the earth for their 
fins ? and are not we in a par- 
ticular manner, deferving the 
judgments of heaven for our in- 
numerable violations of his law, 
the abufe of his gofpel, and def- 
pite we have done to the fpirit 
of grace? What ingratitude 
we have mantiefted to God in 
the midft of innumerable mer- 
cies, which he has daily lavith- 
ed on us both as a nation, as fe- 
cieties, and individuals, tempo- 
ral and fpiritual! With what 
uncommon fuccefs did God 
crown our arms when we were 
ftruggling for our liberty from 
under Britith tyranny and op- 
preflion, when we were weak 
and feeble-handed, and few in 
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rfumber he made us a free peo- 
ple, fet us up as & nation, gave 
us a great name, and made us 
refpectable among the nations 
of the earth, and a terror to ty- 
rants; caufed our government 
to be fettled upon equitable 
terms, and wholefome laws to 
be enacted by the legiflative bo- 
dy, which fecure to us all our 
civil and reli, zious privileges ; 
but how have they been abufed, 
and how have the fins of our 
land provoked God to take them 
from us, or at leaft to forbid 
our enjoyment of them in peace 
and quietnefs! Are not our fins 
fuch as are the reproach of any 
pe@ple ; and has not God had 
fufFcient, provocation to fay he 
will be averfged on fuch a nation 
as this; and will ie Al- 
mighty eafe himfelf efe his 
adverfarics ? for if we take a 
view of our nation, we find men 
and women of almoft every de- 
{cription, in almoit every kind 
of iniquity, and particularly in 
thofe which entail the curfe of 
God on any people ; infidelity 
rears her impious ftandard, and 
raifes her prefumptuous voice 
among both fexes, and levels 
her artillery againft divine rev- 
elation, and attempts to fhake 
the very pillars of heaven, and 
undermine the bafis of God’s 
throne, and fap the foundation 
of man’s happinefs ; while the 
bold blafphemer and profane 
fwearer utter their horrid im- 
precations againft the God of 
heaven, and call for the curfe of 
{sod upon themfelves and others ; 
while their impious breath taints 
even the very air, and commu- 
nicates the poifon to the rifing, 
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and of courfe to unborn genera- 
tions. Sabbath-breaking is an- 
other heinous fin, ‘which much 
abounds in ovr country. What 


-nunibers of people fpend the 


morning of the Lord’s day, toa 
later hour than any other in in- 
dulging themfelves on their beds, 
and when they arife, not only 


forget God and his holy fabbath 


in their hearts, and to worfhip 
Him in their clofets, and fami- 
lies, but repair to their fields 
and walks, in order to gratify 
themfelves ; how many that re- 
pair to the grog-fhop, or tavern, 
to the hair-drefler’s fhop, or 
fome other place of amufement, 
how many that can travel thro’ 
the country for -pleafure or on 
fecular bufinefs ; and how ma- 
ny conftables, theriffs, grand- 
jury-men, and jultices of the 
peace, that are wicked enough 
to let them pafs unnoticed and 
unmolefted ; how many of our 
tradingmen can cpen their ftores 
to deal out liquor to the drunk- 
ard on the fabbath; and how 
many {pend hours on the Lord’s 
day morning before their look- 
ing-giafles, to pile upon their 
heads and dying bodies all the 
luxgrics of India, Europe and 
America, that they may appear 
gay at Meeting, as tho this was 
the height of piety ; and how 
many through idlenefs, for want 
of time to drefs, or for fome o- 
ther groundlefs reafon, or thro’ 
reluctance to public worfbip, 
can get to Meeting only half a 
day, and that in the afternoon ; 
and how many others fcarce fee 
the infide of a church, meeting 
houfe or place appointed for pub- 
lic worthip once in fix months, 
or 
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or if they do, it is in general 
only for fpeculation, to fee or 
to be feen, to fpy out new fafh- 
ions or to fhew fome to others, 
or to hear fome novelty froni the 
pulpit; how. many bargains are 
made, and how much trade car- 
ried on upon this holy day, and 
even at the church door,. or on 


the road thereto; how many 


balls and vilits are contrived or 
talked of by the younger peo- 
ple during ‘the intermiffion of 
divine fervice ; and what fhall 

I fay is too bad to be practifed 
by the people of owr country on 
the fabbath of the Lord:  Tfs 
gaming and drunkennefs? No; 
how many {hut their doors and 
windows and fpend the fabbath 
at the card-table ; and all kinds 
of iniquity abounds in the land, 
murder, fuicide, gluttony, drun- 
kennefs, adultery, fornication, 
blafphemy, perjury, fraud, theft, 
robbery, hatred, malice, envy, 
{trife, whifpering, backbiting, 
parents abuling children, chil- 
dren difobeying parents, the laws 
of God and man fet in defiance, 
and little care taken by magif- 
trates to fupport and inforce the 
one, and little by minifters to 
defend and maintain the other ; 
and what judgments may we 
not expect, when we are thus 
ripe for deftruGtion! Again, to 
compleat our wickednefs, and 
bring down the heavier judg- 
ments,-what awful apoftacy a- 
mong prefeffors of chriftianity 
at this day |—it may be faid of 
them for the moft part, Thou 
hait a name te live and art dead. 

How many crucify the Son of 
put him to 
open fhame, while. thofe who 


make no profeflion of religion, 
ftumble over their heads into 
perdition. Will not the king- 
dom of God be taken from fuch 
a people, and given to thofe who 
will bring forth the fruit there- 
of? When God had delivered 
the children of If{rae]l out of E- 

gyptian bondage, many of them 
for their fins were deftroyed in 
the.wildernefs (nay all the adults 
that came out-of Egypt, were 
confumed in the wildernefs, fave 
Jofhua and Caleb) and when 
their pofterity were planted in 
the land of Cagaan, and rebel- 
led againft the Lord, he let loofe 
the heathen nations upon them, 
to fcourge and afflict them for 
their fins, and finally gave them 
into the hands of the king of 
Babylon,. to ferve him feventy 
years; andat laft for the defpite 
done by them to his fon and fpi- 
rit, God has. feattered. them 
throughout al! the world, burnt 
up their royal city, deftroyed 
their temple, and laid their land 
wafte and defolate, left them to 
hardnefs of heart and ‘blindnefs 
of mind,. and made them a mo- 
nument of his difpleafure, a by- 
word and a hifling among alJ 
people.. Does not America re- 
femble that people both with re- 
fpe& to the favors God has bes 
{towed upon her, and her bafe 
ingratitude, and rebellion a- 
gainft him ; and fhal) not our 
nation be vifited with {ffmilar 
judgment ? God has already fent 
the peftilence into many parts 
and{wept off thoufands, yet for 
allthis we have not tonfid red 
and turned ourfelves to feck him, 
we have not Confidered the rod 
and who hath appointed it. [f 
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2, The Deaths of the Apofiless 


we fhould efcape fafe and un- 
hurt from the rage of the pre- 
fent fcomre e French nation) 
L believe the heaviett judgments 
yet awaitus, the viai of God’s 
wrath is almoft full, and except 
we repent we fhail likewife pe- 
rifh ; it is high time to beftir 
ourtelve ;; Let our leaders firft 
begin: Where are our Jofhuas, 
where are our Mofefes that will 
ftand in this gap to heal the 
breach, or to lead the people,are 
there none in our country who 
are zealous for God? Bluth! 
O America blufh ! at the ftupi- 
dity of your fathers, Magif- 
trates, and Minifters; it is high 
time to do fomething, the civil 
powers that be, are ordained 
of God, and woe to that man 
who is intrulted therewith if he 
abufe his power by way of op- 
preffion, or neglects to exercife 
tin the fuppreflion nf vice, let 
the glory ot God and the good 
of your country be the motive 
to influence your condu&t. And 
you who are called Minifters of 
the Gofpel, who has fent you 
en this bufinefs? Is it God or 
man? Ifit be the former, Iam 


much fupprifed that you are not 


more zealous for him and his 
Church? why do you fpend your 
time in idlenefs, when fo many 
are going the broad road to hell, 

and bringing down vengeanceon 


our heads? Do you think you 
fhall efcape? No, no, the blood 
of the people will be found in 
your fkirts ; then arife, follow 
them to their houfes, pray with, 
weep over, inftrué and warn 
them ; this you will do if you 
are fent of Ged ; but if you are 
fent by man no wonder you are 
dead, and no profit to the people ; 
no wonder you daub with un- 
tempered mortar: but let the 
true minifters of Chrift weep 
between the porch and the altar, 
and cry, Spare thy people, O 
Lord, and give not thy heritage 
to reproach; cry aloud and {pare 
net, fhew to the people their 
fins, and to the houfe of Ifrael 
their tranfgreffions. ‘To con- 
clude. To the inhabitants at 
lar Betake yourfelves to 
God by forfaking your fins and 
humbly repenting of your tranf- 
greffions, and procure the dit- 





‘vine favor and proteétion; fo 


your land fhall enjoy peace and 
yield plenty ; but if you remain 
impenitent, judgments without 
mercy will be your eternal por- 
tion in the othes world, and in 
this, overthrow and ruin as a 
people is much to be feared and 
reafonably expected :—from all 
which, may God of his infinite 
mercy keep and deliver us all. 
AMERICAN FRIEND. 





Tue DEATHS or trae APOSTLES. (from page 45.) 


St. MatrHtias was chofen 
by lot into the place of Fudas 
ijcariot, the traiter, amongft the 
apofties, having been a conftant 
attendant on our Savior, all the 
time of his miniftry ; one of the 
feventy difciples, and a witnefs 


not only of the moft confidera- 
ble pafiages of his life, but of 
his refurre€tion alfo. Upon the . 
difperfion of the apoftles, to 
preach the gofpel to all nations, 
his lot fell among the barbarous 
people on the banks of the Ap- 
farus, 














farus, and the haven of Nyffus, 
eaft of Jerufalem ; who treated 
him with great cruelty ; and at 
laft being feized by the Jews, 
he was firit ftoned, and then be- 
headed ; or, as fome write, cru- 
cified. 

St. MARK was converted 
from Judaifm by St. Peter, to 
whom he remained a conftant 
companion in all his travels, 
and fupplied the place of an a- 
manueniis and interpreter. St. 
Peter fent him to preach the 
gofpel in Egypt, where he fixed 
his feat at Alexandria: from 
whence he carried the word of 
falvation inio the parts of Libya, 
weitward, and the countries of 
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Marmorica, Pentapolis, &.— 
He founded the church at Alex- 
andria, till at laft, thro’ many 
fufferings in this miffion, he ar- 
rived to the crown of martyr- 
dom: for the heathens, on the 
day they celebrated the feaft of 
their idol Serapis, broke in up- 
on St. Mark, while he was em- 
ployed in divine worfhip, bound 
his feet with cords, dragged him 
through the fireets, threw him 
into prifon for that night, and 
next day renewed the woeful 
tragedy till they raked the fleth 
off his bones ; fo that he expir- 
ed with the great lofs of blood 
and exquifite tortures. 


(To be continued.) 





Thofe who wifh to check the rapid /pread of Infidelity are requefled te 
enter into the {pirituality of the following Extraé? from an 
Ordinaiian Sermon, preached absve 20 years ago. 


MALACHI Il. 7. 


The Prizsts Lips thould keep Knowl- 
edge, and they fhould feek the Law at 
His Mourn: for he is the MEssencerR 
of the LORD of Hofts. 


OD calls and fends ambaf- 
fadors, not of angels, but of 
men : to fearch the divine oracles 
and to publifh to their fellow 
mortals the unfearchable riches 
of his grace ; and commands his 
people to wait on them forteach- 
ing and enlightening in the way 
of life; that they might know 
the path to glory, and be excit- 
ed and animated by the glorious 
manifefio of heaven, to ftrive to 
enter into glory, and by the ter- 
rors of the Lord to fice from the 
wrath tocome. 

In the words before us we are 
fhewn by Gop himfelf, the du- 
ty and work of thofe whom God 
hath called to minifter in facred 


things. A: nd of thofe to whom 
they are fent. -And the high and 
honorary chara&er of thofe who 
are employed in the facred and 
important work of the miniftry. 

Thefe God fhews us are his 
ambafladors; intrufled with a 
metlage to a loft world. ‘They 
are the meffengers of the Lord of 
hofts. 

As God thus candefcends to 
fend his meflengers, fo with all 
readinefs and care, they to 
whom they are fent fhould at- 
tend at their months, for facred 
inftructions of infinite impor- 
tance to their immortal, fouls : 


they muft watch at wifdom’s 


gates, and wait at the pofts of 
her doors, to hear all things 
whatfoever the meflengers of 
the Lord of hofts are commif- 
fioned te publifh, even all. the 
words of this law. 
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- The meflengers of the Lord 
of Hoits are fent with a commif- 
fion to publifh the everlafting 
gofpel, and to preach the un- 
fearchable riches of Chrift: to 
inform a finful, guilty, rebel 
world, that God is now ona 
mercy feat: that now there is an 
accepted time and day of grace. 

They are to labor to reclaim 
finners from the error of their 
ways, to turn them from dark- 
nefs to light, and from the pow- 
erof fin and fatan unto God. 
Acts 26. 18. And befeech and 
intreat fuch as are unreconciled, 
to be reconciled to God and ac- 
cept of eternal life, as offered 
in the gofpel. 

We then are Ambaffadors for 
Chrift, as though God did befeech 
you by us; we pray you in Chrift’s 
ftead, be ye reconciled to God.— 
2 Cor: 5. 20. 

An ambaffador from an earth- 
ly court, muftcritically fearch &. 
underftand his inftru@tions, to 
know what he may negotiate, 
and may gono further at his peril. 

') In like manner the prime and 
important duty of the meffengers 
of the Lord of Holts is, critical- 
ly and carefully to fearch their 
inftru&ions from the court of 
heaven andthereby furnifh them- 
felves with heavenly and divine 
knowledge, and have the word 
of God dwell in them richly, 
which is a pureand perfect rule, 
given by infpiration, and profit- 
able for doétrine, for reproof, 
for correction, for inftruétion 
in rightcon{nels: That the me/- 
fenger of the Lord of Hofts may 
be perfe&t, thoroughly furnifhed 
unto all good works. 2 Tim- 


othy 3rd chap. 16th & 17th v. 


Herein therefore fhould the 
Lord's meffengers meditate day 
and night, that they might be 
perfe& and underftand their com- 


miffion ; for if they go contrary’ 


thereto, they do it at their peril. 
For if they declare any other law, 
any other gofpel than what is in 
their inftruétions, fays the in- 
fpired apoftle, Jet him be accurfed.. 
Gal. 1. 8. 

If there was more clofe and 
careful attention to the facred 
oracles, more days and nights 
fpent in fearching them, and 
lefs ftudying of fuch as fet upto 
lead away difciples after them, 
by which minds are in danger of 
being ledaway withevery wind of 
doétrine, would there not be lefs 
divificns among the meflengers 
of the Lord? and lefs danger of 
being fuch as fhould bring a 
curfe upon themfelves by going 
contrary to their inftructions ? 

Chrilt dire€&ts not tomen, but 
to fearch the feriptures ; which 
give the only true and infallible 
teftimony of himfelf and his will. 
To the law and to the teftimony : 
if they [peak not according to this 
word, it is becaufe there is no 
light in them. Va. 8. 20. 

They fhould ferioufly confi- 
der, in what light the Lord looks 
upon his meffengers, in their 
performing their miniftrations ; 
and their reception, or reje@tion 
bv thofe to whom he fends them. 
That they are perfonating Chrift, 
are ambafJadors from God in HIS 
STEAD: and that thofe wha hear 
THEM [ambaffadors \hear HIM. 
[Chrift|;, and thofe who neglect 
and defpife the law from their 
Mouths, refufe te hear the Lora 


himfe elf. 
For 
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For the Religious Monitor, &c. 
No. I. 


Meff. Printers, 

A? your Religious Monitor, 

or Theological Scales, a- 
greeable to your profeffion, has 
proved a channel through which 
the difficulties of an entangled 
friend, refpecting his baptifm, 
has been communicated to me ; 
not doubting of the fame impar- 
tiality in the return, I do cheer- 
fully prefent my offering upon 
your altar. By giving the fol- 
lowing a place in one of the 
numbers of your Religious Mo- 
nitor ; if it fhould not relieve 


the ‘ entangled friend” from his 


difficulties, it will greatly oblige 
his Baptift brother. 

Dear BrotTHer, 

IF I am led by your fhort e- 
piftle, to underftand your diffi- 
culties, they are concerning your 
baptifm, although performed by 
immerfion and upon a profeffion 
of your faith in Chrift; howe- 
ver honeft and fincere you might 
have been to yourfelf, at the 
time of your baptifm, you have 
fince concluded that you ‘* was 
the moft arrant hypocrite :”’ hence 
no true faith, to precede your 
baptifm. You enquire, ‘‘ Muit 
I be baptized again? oy: will 
my pa{t baptifm anfwer? &c.’ 
In reply, toa right and regular 
performance of gofpel baptifm, 
the following things are necef- 
fary; firft, that the ordinance 
be performed by immerfion, in 
the name of the TRIuNE Gop , 
fecondly, that the perfon bap- 
tized, be received to the ordi- 
nance upon a credible profeffion 
of his faith in Chrift ; contain- 
ing an account of a work of 


grace upon the heart, conneét- 
ed with an outward walk agree- 
able to fuch a profeffion, in the 
judgment of the adminiftrator. 
If I rightly underftand you, thefe 
evidences were gained at your 
baptifm ; you was not a hypo- 
crite then, in your own opini- 
on, for you ‘ fing and prayed,” 
nor in the opinion of the Elder, 


‘or the Church that received you, 


for your ‘‘ relation was readily 
accepted.” But, you fay, “I 
was the moft arrant hypocrite.”’ 
Are you certain you are not one now ? 
If you de, I am not ; for to God 
alone appertains ‘‘ the fearching 
of the hearts and the trying of the 
reins of the children of men.” 
The great law, for baptifm, 
does not require an abfolute and 
perfetknowledge of the pix ve 
the heart, asa neceflary quali 
cation in the fubje&; but a per- 
fuafion that in the judgment of 
chriftian charity, acco rding to 
the {cripture rule of judging of 
mens hearts, (that is, to “‘Aasw 
them by thet ir fruitg, *) thes 
pear to be perfons of real | ty. 
If a gofpel evidence of grace in 
the heart, inftead of a “pe rfc& 
knowledge of internal piety, is 
not to be received as a neceflary 
qualification in the fubjeé, to 
warrant the validity of adiminif- 


Aap- 
Z 


tering that ordinance ;—-no per- 
fon on earth would be capable, 
legally to adminifter baptifim 


For none pofleffeth an infallible 
knowledge of the internal piety 
of his neighbor, or brother's 
heart. Hence it may be readii 
concluded that a perfon’s being 
immerfed, in the name of the 
thinity, 
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trinity, upon a credible profef- 
fion of his faith in Chrift by a 
proper adminiltator, would be 
legal, or gofpel bapti{m, with- 
out any certain knowledge of 
the internal piety of the heart. 
So that notwithftanding all your 
difficulty, your baptifm may be 
good and valid as it refpects the 
adminiftration. If you was a 
hypocrite, be fure you was an 
unworthy receiver. 

Thofe who hold to infant bap- 
tifm, as well as thofe who hold 
to adults, holda profeffion of're- 
ligion asaneceflary qualification 
for baptifm : though none of all 
the denominations of chriftians, 
in chriftendom hold to.the necef- 
Sty of a certain knowledge of 
grace inthe heart. The Baptift 
hold the neceffity of agofpel pro- 
feffion by the perfon baptized : 
ae by either of parent 

God-fathers. 

But methinks I hear you fay, 


RELIGIOUS SECTS.—Continued fi 


- SABBATARIANS, a branch 
of the Baptifts, who obferve the 
Fewih or feventhday Sabbath, 
trom a perfuafion that it is one 
of the ten commandments which 
they plead are all intheir nature 
moral, and was never abrogated 


Poetry. 


“the word ftill reads, believe 
and be baptized:” It may be 
remembered that the word like- 
wife reads, that ** Simon Magus 
himfelf believed alfo, and was 
baptized.”” When the apoftacy 
of his heart was difcovered, by 
the apoftle Peter, it was decla- 
red that he was in the galt of 
bitternefs, &c. Was his bap- 
tifm difputed? Was Philip 
blamed for adminiftering bap- 
tifm to him ? 

As the vehicle through which 
I {peak forbids prolixity, I fhall 
not enlarge. If the foregoing 
remarks fhould not prove a fuf- 
ficent remedy for your difficul- 
ties; fora folution of your que- 
ries, I advife you to the Elder, 
by whom you received your bap- 
tifm ;-or, call on your affe@tion- 
ate BAPTIST BROTHER, who 
lives at the endof Pilgrim-ftreet, 
Saint-fquare, at the foot of z7- 
ON-HILL, or -New-Ferufalem. 


ge 45. 

in the New Tefament, and mutt 
at leait be deemed of equal vali- 
dity for public worfhip, as any 
day, feeing there never was ary 
particular day fet apart by Fefus 
Chrift and his Apofiles. They 
originated in the year 1700. 


HYMN. 


HOV Ged of glerious majefty, 
To thee, in my diftrefs to thee, 
A worm of earth I cry; 
An half awaken’d child of man, 
An beir of endlefs blifs or pain, 
A finver born to die ! 

Lo! ona narrow neck of land, 
*Twixt two unbounded feas I ftand, 
Secure, infenfible! 

A point of time, 2 moment’s fpace, 

Removes me to aa heavw’nly place, 
Or fhuts me up in hell. 

O God my inmoft foul convert, 

And deepiy on my anxious heart, 
Eternal t! ings impreis; 


Give mé to fee! their folemn weight, 
To tremble at the brink of fate, 
And ’wake to righteoufnefs. 
Before me place in dread array, 
The pomp of that tremendous day, 
When thou in clouds thalt come, 
‘To judge the nations at thy bar; 
And tell me, Lord, thaliI be there, 
To meet a joyfuldoom? 
Be this my one great bufinefs here, 
With ferious induftry and fear, 
Eternal biifs Vinfure, 
Thy righteous orders to fulfil, 
To fu all thy foy’ reign will, 
And to the end eadure.. 


bi 





